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Miracles. 


Jahn. 9. 16. 

Then ſaid ſome of the Phariſees : This 
man is not of God, becauſe he kee 
ech not the Sabboth: others fond; 
How can a man that is a finner doe 

ſuch miraclcs ? And there was 2 diſ- 

ſenſion among them, 


A this verſe is ſet downe 
ga double opinion which 
| the Phariſees held concer« 
ning Chꝛiſt, and eſpecial- 
ly concerning the wozkes 
which hee had wzought among them, 
Some of them haue peremptozilie; 
and flatly tondemned him, ſaying, chat 
hee was a man that was not of GO d: 
ad they render a reaſon, oz rather a 

adow of a reaſon ; namely becanſs 
e keepeth not the Sabboth, but their 
, and their indge⸗ 
nt falle and erronious , pꝛoceding 
rom the malice and hatred of the per 


on of Chile, Ao that which they 
haut 
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haue vſed bor areaſon, we haue ſhews 
ed that it is like wiſe falſe: foz Chꝛiſt 


was ſo farre from breaking the Sa⸗ 
baoth , oz any part ot the law, that he 
did in fall perfection fulfill the whole 
law of God. 

Now followeth the opinion of the 
fecond ſozt of Phariſees, which ſayd; 
How can a man that is a fianer, do ſuch 
miracles? ag if the holy Ghoſt ſhould 
ſay, It our Dautour Chzilt were ſuch 
a pꝛophaner and bzeaker of the Sas 
both, as pou ſurmiſe him to be, then it 
were impolſible foꝛ him, to doe ſuch 
ſtrange and wonderfull miracles as 
we ſer he hath wꝛought: of this wee 
haue ſpoken befoꝛe, ſhal fpeake moꝛe 
hereafter, when we haue ſpoken gene⸗ 
rally of Miracles, of the wozkes of 
them, x therefoze of the power of God, 
in working them, e alſo of the power 
of Angels, of Satan, t of men therein. 

Whereas it is ſaid; How can a man 
that is a fintier doe ſuch miracles? theſe 
men doe inſinuate, that ſinners can do 
ſome wonderfull miracles in the ſight 
of men, but to doe ſuch a miracle, as 


fo cure a man being blinde from his 8 fl 


birthe, was impoſſible foz them. It is 


this 02 anp ſuch miracles which Chailt 


what a miratle is, that eucry ene vn⸗ 
derſtanding the nature thereof, may 
make ſuth pꝛoper and peculiar vſe of 
the lame, as he ought. 

A miracle is nothing elſe but a rare 
woꝛke, apparently wꝛought by the ſole 
omnipotent power of God, cleant con⸗ 
trarp to the oꝛder and inſtinct of na- 
ture, farre aboue nature oz naturall 
cauſcs . J vſe ſo many woꝛds, that x 
may ſpeake to the capacity of all the 
people,wheras otherwiſe J might vſe 
feiver ; we ate therefoze firſt to know 
pit is a woꝛke, foꝛ indeed it muſk be in 
it ſelte a true wozke,deed, 9 fact,other- 
wiſe it cannot in it ſelfe, and of it ſelfe, 
make men to muſe and maruell at it: 
at lealt it cannot make wiſe men to 
maruell at it. It therefoꝛe it be a mira⸗ 
cle, it muſt be a ſenſible woꝛke, not a 
woꝛke in ſhew, illuſion oꝛ deceit, but a 
wo;ke in I in trueth: 

3 If 


impoſſible that any. ſinner ſhould doe 
did, wee are therefoze to ſhe w, firſt, 


- If it be but an apparance of a wozke, 
it is no miracle. Jf it be onely in illuſt⸗ 
on of the ſenſes, it is no miracle . It is 
then true that the tlluſons of Satan, 
are no miracles, foz he doth nothing 
but delude the ſenſes of men, neither 
is it the celeritie oꝛ agilitie of mens 
hands which are miracles, as of Jug⸗ 
lers , which decetue the people by 
an actinitie in continuing the thing 
which they doe. Foz they dos not any 
true wozke, but by their derteritp des 
ceiue mens ſenſes . Theſe therefoze 
are no miracles,fo2 euerv miracle mult 
be a true wozke , and fact indeed. 1 
therefoꝛe firſt call a miracle, a wozke, 
to ſeparate it from thoſe that ſme to 
be miracles, and pet are not, as be the 
woꝛkes of Satan, and his members, 
and alſo thoſe that are done by agility 
of man, which are wozkes in ſhew,but 
not indeed This kind of miracle which 


is a true woꝛke, hath beene wꝛought by 


diners of Gods childzen , as Moſes 
when he was ſent to deliner the peos 
ple of Iſraell ont of Egipt, did wozke 
many * to tetkile that he 1 — 


tent of the Loꝛd. Ve made Frogs, not 


r 


in appearance, but indeed: he turned 
the water of the riucr into blond, not 
in appearance, but in deed. So alſo Eli- 
as wꝛought my2acles!, not in ſhew but 
in dd. So Chziſt wꝛought miracles 
not in ſhew, but in deed, Foꝛ Lazarus 
being dead indeed, he raiſed him vp 
againe in died: when the wine wan⸗ 
ted at the mariage, he turned water 
in died into wine in deed,as pure wine 
as any iſſued out of the Uine , and ſa 
were all the miracles which he did, 
wozkes in de&d, and not only in appea⸗ 
rance, When therefoze wee ſe& any 
wonderfull thing come to paſſe, wee 
muſt examine it, whether it be a wozke 
in died, oꝛ onely in appearance, It it bs 
net a wozke in died, as be the illuſions 
of Satan , and of men, which dece ine 
the ſenfes,and do not bꝛing any wozke 
to paſſe, then is it not a true miracle. 
Foz enery true miracle which the 
Lo hath wꝛought himſelfe, oꝛ any of 
the Pꝛophets, oꝛ our Saniour Chzilt 5 
haue biene true wozkes, 

ROT »Jcall itarare wazke af 


God, fo2 of the wozkes of God, there 


be ſome which are vſuall, common, x 
0zdinary : as the pꝛeſeruation of mans 
kind is an o2dinary and vſuall wozke 
of God, and it is truly ſatd of the holy 
Ghoſt, that we line; moue, and haue 
dur being in the Loꝛd : pet becauſe 
this is vſuall, o2dinary, and common, 
vea dayly and hourely ; ( fo2 the Lo2d 
doth oꝛdinarily cuerp day aud houre, 
pzeſerue men, otherwiſe they could 
not liue) J ſay becauſe it is o2dinary, 
davly,and hourelp. we cannot pꝛoper⸗ 
lpe call it a miracle, foꝛ it doth make 
men to maruell, to muſe, to be amaſed 
and aſfomed at it, ſe ins it is ſo vſuall 
and oꝛdinarv among them. Fo? it is 
the nature of miracles, to make men, 
mufe and maruell at them: and there- 
foze when as in the Euangeliſts, any 
miracle which our Sautour Chꝛiſt 
wꝛought, is ſet dowvite , there alſo im⸗ 
medtatly followeth, that the people 


be called a miracle 4 miracle there⸗ 


foze muſt be a rare woꝛke of God ſil⸗ 
dome 


were aſtonied: therefo2e that which is 
bfuall, and commen , cannot pꝛoperlp 


dome b2onght to paſſe , and foz this 
cauſe we cannot ſay , that repentance, 
oz regeneration is a miracle, foz al- 
though repentance be w2ought in few, 
pet is it not p2operly a miracle, be- 
cauſe it is o2dinariy , £ vſually at one 
time oꝛ another, wꝛought in the hearts 
of all Gods childzen. There be alſo 
many ſtrange and wonderfull wozkes 
of nature, vet becanſe they are not 
rare but bſuall, and o2dinarie, they be 
no miracles. An Adamant ſtone { wes 
knownot by what fo2ce ) will dzawe 
Iron to it ſelfe : Iron is heaup of it 
ſelfe , and of it ſelfe cannot poſſibly 
meue from place to place, vet an Ada⸗ 
mant if it be abone it will dzaw it to 
it ſelfs, which is very range and ad- 
mirable , vet becauſe it is vſuall and 
common,it cannot be called a miracle. 
So we may \c& the nature, and power 
of ſome water, to turne that which in 
nature is gold, into fone : that is 
knowne to be true by experience , pet 
no man can ſhew any reaſon , why 
that water ſhonld rather doe it, then 
any other. Although this be a 7 

on; 


— , vet he pls it tis _ 
and oꝛdinarp, pet in thoſe waters, it is 
no miracle: foz- euery miracle is a 
rare wozke that commeth to paſſe, not 


ozdinarilp;but verp ſildome. 

This wozke is called rare, either i in 
regard of the thing w2ought , oz in 
regard of the manner of wozking it. 
Firſt in reſpect of the thing wꝛought: 
as when the Lo2d ſent downe Manna 
from heanen, to fed ſach-a great num⸗ 
ber of people as the Iſraelites were, 


this was very rare in regarde of the 


thing w2onght . Do when the Lo 
made ths Sunne to ſtap in the ele⸗ 
ment: fo likewiſe (as — map read) 
when the od made the ſhadow of 
the Diall to go back. 

Secondly, a miracle is rare in 2 
garde of the maner of wozking it, as 
when the water was turned into 
blond, it was not a rare thing to ſe& 
blond, but the manner of wozking it, 
as namely with a Nod, was moſt rare 
and was nenerſeene befoꝛe. Do we 
doſe that Chꝛiſts manner of healing 
the _ man was bery rare, 8 

oꝛe 


Miracles, 
foze a miracle;if it be a miracle ind&d, 
firſfit muſt be a true wozke,Secondly 
g rare wozke, either in regarde of the 
thing it (elke, 02 in regard of the man⸗ 
ner of doing it. 

Apparantly wrought, &c. 
Thirdly , a miracle mult haue this 
amnered bnto it: foꝛ it muſt not be ob⸗ 
ſcure, but apparent J meane not to 
the reaſon and iudgement ok man, but 
to mans ſenſe, that is, to ſome of his 
fenſes, oz to all of them, without con⸗ 
tronerfte oz doubting. This we ſhall 
ſe in all true miracles wꝛought by 
god, to be of this nature namelp cleare 
and euident to mans ſenſes: fo2 either 7 
men did fiele them, as the darknefſe in N 
Egipt, oz elſe they might touch them, p 
taſte them, oꝛ ſmell them. When the 0 
Loꝛd bzonght his people of Iſrael from p 
1755 , all the miracles which hee by 
his power had wꝛonght among them 
were moſt apparent vnto mans ſenſe. 
As namely when they went th2ough 
the redde Sea, there he made the wa- 
ters to denide themſelues, and to ſtand 
like mighty mountaines on each ſide 


of 
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manifeſtly ſce, and behold the ſame, 
Do likewife they ſaw, when Moſes 
ſtroke the ſtony Rock, ſo that thereont 
guſhed water. So thep ſaw moſt eui⸗ 
dently the walls of Icricho fall downe: 
and therekoꝛe if there be any miracle 
which is not apparent of it ſelfe, it is 


euer be done by Satan oz any of his 
Angels, if it be not euident and to bee 


diſcerned by mans ſenſe, hence wer 


know that it is no miracle. Let vs by 


this pzoperty of true miracle , eras 
mine the miracle of the Altar of the 
Church of Rome,fo2 in the Sacrament 
of the Altar, after the Pꝛieſt hath ſaiv 
a few wozds as theſe, ( Hoc off corpme 
meum) they teach that there a ſtrange 
wozke is bzought to paſſe , fo2 the ſub⸗ 
ſtance of the bzead which was on the 
Altar, is gone and is changed into the 
body of Chꝛiſt: if it were fo, then in⸗ 
derde it were a miracle; but if it be a 
miracle, then men map diſcerne it by 
one ſcnſe oꝛ other: Fo: let them ſhew 
me an inſtante where the loꝛd wzought 

any 


-” 


of them, in ſuch ſozt, that they did mot | 


no miracle. Ltkewiſe what wozkes ſo 
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Miracles. 
any miracle which he did not ſubiect 
to the ſenſes of man, but in this there 
is no miracle, which map be diſcerned 
by the ſenſes: fo2 the bꝛead inthe iudg⸗ 
ment ot al the ſenſes ſemeth the ſame, 
that it was befoꝛe to y ſight, it ſemeth 
to be the very ſams in ſubſtance,of the 
ſame quality and colour that it was of 
 befoze, it hath the ſame taſte it had bee 
foze, to the handling it appeareth the 
ſame that it was befoze , and hath the 
ſame ſmelling that it had beloꝛe, there 
is not any ſenſe. that iudgeth now o⸗ 
therwife ok it, then it did — ther; 
koꝛe it can be no true miracle. Inder if 
befoze I ſceing it to be bꝛead, taſting, 
ſmelling, and tonthing it, do iudge it to 
be bꝛead, ſhould now, ſceing, ſmelling, 
taſting, and feeling it, perteiue it to be 
the body of Chzilt , it were a true mi⸗ 
racle: Bat ing to all the ſenſes, it 
appeareth one ę the ſamo that it was 
befoꝛe, it cannot be a miracle: but they 
ſay the outward fozme ⁊ external acci⸗ 
dent of p bꝛead pet remaineth, but the 
ſubſtance of it is turned into p body of 
Chaift which though we canot pe . 1 
v 


by our ſenſes, vet we are to belue bÞ 
faith. But how did Chzilt himſelfe 
deale with Thomas, when he daubted 
of his reſurrection:he ſayd ; Thruſt thy 


finger into my fide, and feele whether I 
laue not fleſh & bones, for a ſpirit hath 
not as thou feeleſt me to haue; he taketh 
away his doubt by the ſence of feeling: 
und if this true naturall body of Chil 
were there in the bzead , then might 
we feele it as Thomas did, foz Chzilt 
fill retaineth that his true and natu⸗ 
rall body, although he be now gloꝛill⸗ 
ed . In- ſo· much therefoze that in the 
bzead there is no miracle apparent to 
the ſenſes, there is no miracle at all. 
But this is the difference (in Gods 
Church) that befoze it was common 
b2ead, oꝛdained, and ſanctiſted by the 
Lo2d, foz the nouriſhment of our bo⸗ 
dies, but now it is the holy bzeav,ap- 
pointed, and ſet apart, and ſanctified 
by the Loꝛd, not ſo much foz the nou⸗ 
riſhment of our bodies, but eſpectally 
fo2 the confirmation of our faith, and 
the fade of our ſonles . The ſame alſo 
is to be ſaid of the Mine. 

Fourth- 
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Miracles. 

Fourthly J adde: Wrought by the 
fole omnipotent power of God. wher: 
in J note the wozurrs of miracics, 
The Lo2d himſelfe wozketh miracles, 
but peculiarlie and pꝛoperlp by his 
power, and not by his wildom, though 
both de tnfintce , and that a naracle is 
waought by the power of GOD, 
pꝛoue by theſe reaſons , Firſt a mi⸗ 
racle is a woꝛke ot great power farre 
paſſing the power of all creatures, 
therefoze it muff needs be vought by 
the power of the Creatoz' 
Setondlp, it i apparent by divers 
places of the wozd of God, as Ioel. 2. 
21.30, there the holy Gholk aſcribeth 
the wo2king of miracles to the L oꝛd 
himlelfe. 1 will ſhew wondecs in hea: 
ven and earth, ſaith the Lo2d, feare not 
O land, for I will do great things, 

- Thirdly, the holy'Ghoſt vſeth this 
as an argument to pꝛoue, that /ehonunh 
is the Lotd , and is onely to bee ſerued. 
Leuit. 38, Deut 28. Albeit the Magiti⸗ 
ans of Egipt could wozke — Ts 
rable wonders by their owne Arte, 
and by the — -8f the Dial, 

pet 


pet they confeſſed that the wozkes of 
. Moſes were not done by Moſes 
er, no2 by any act oz (kill that was in 
Moſes, noz pet by naturall canſes, but 
by the finger of God, which is nothing 
elſe but his power By this argument 


doth Chꝛiſt pzwue ; that his miracles 
were not done by the power of Belze⸗ 
bub: If I by the finger of God caſt out 


Diuils, by whom doc your children caſt 


them out. | 
Laſtly,this map alſo appea 
conſideration ofthe meanes which the 
Loꝛd bſeth in woꝛking of miracles. As 
the ſhadow of Peter to cure diſeaſes, 
Can anp mans ſhadoiv cure another z 
No, but the Lo2d would haue that this 
meanes ſhould ſhew that the things 
were wꝛonght by his power. So the 
Mandkercher of Paul did cure diſea- 
ſes, not that there were any ſuch ver⸗ 
tue in it, but that it tame from the 
Lozd: So alſo did the hem of Chꝛiſts 
garment : is there anv power in the 


eaſes 2 Surely no, but the Loꝛd bſeth 


hem ok a mans garment to cure dil⸗ 


that meanes to teach vs K | 


pow- 


re by the 


| 


| 


Miracles. 
his power onely doth wozke it. Here 
then we muſt acknowledge , that mi⸗ 


racles are wꝛought only by the Lo2d, 
and ſerue arcatly to the en of 


his glogp. 


Laſtly we mult conſider , that a mi⸗ 
racle is contrary to the inſtinct of 
Nature. Nature had neucr any ſuch 
inclination, as to bing to paſſe anv 
miracle, as when the water ſtod on 
two parts, nature had a deſtre to malie 
the waters runne , when as then the 
waters ffode , it 'was contrarie to 
nature, 


The vie, 


The vſe that we muff make hereof, 
is to giue to God that which is his 
owne, that wee ſhould acknowledge 
him to be the ſole authoꝛ and wozker 
of miracles, that either haue bone oz 
ſhall be in the wozld , If thou giue 
them to Satan, then doeſt thou conlli⸗ 
tute him, inſteed of the Loꝛd himſelfe. 
Art thou the Loꝛds: then know, that 

B 2 neither 
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neither Satha, noz any np cretre-i 


able to wozke any miracle 
ther. If thou be his, rather then his 


name ould be diſhonoured by thee, 


hee will wozke miraculouſly , foz thy 

god and pzeſeruation. 

Further, this ſerueth to ratifie our 
faith in the power of God. The Di- 
uill is his ſeruant, whether he will oz 

not, he can do nothing but that which 

the Loꝛd willeth. 


And hereby we hold that our bodies 


Gall be raiſed againe at the laſt day. 
Foz God. is able to wozke all mira- 
cles: although there be neither bone, 
Ckin, noꝛ fleſh left, pet hee is able to 
topne fleſh to fleſh,linew to ſine w, and 
raiſe vs bp againe with the ſame bo 
dies, we had befoꝛe. 


The ſecond part of this 
$128 Sermon. 


No remaineth ſome-thing to be 
(peken mo2e plainelp and particularly 
of miracles. oz as in all other things, 
ſo alſo in miracles, the Lozd vſeth 


diuerſe 


dinerſe and ſundzyp waves of wozk⸗ 


ing. Foz eyther hiuſeifs alone, and 


of himſelfe alone, oz elſe he vſeth ſome 


creature in the wozking of the ſame. 


As in the creation of the wozld , hee 
bpled not 


any thing ont of himſelte, but 
in himſelke, by himſelfe , and of him- 
ſelfe alone, he created all things ofno- 
thing. Do like wile in the woꝛking of 
fome miracles, it pleaſeth him not to 
admit the vſe of any creature what- 
ſoener., As when he ſtaped the ſunne 
in the firmament , hee did it of him- 
ſelfe without the helpe of any other. 
So alſo he turned back the ſhadow of 
the Dyall of Azab by himſelfe alone 
without the vſe of any other . But ne- 
uerthelelle in wozking ſome miracles, 
he vſeth meanes, but eſpecially man 
fo2 the meanes thereof. Agin all the 
myzacles wꝛought in Egipt, the Lozd 
did wozke them inded , but by the 
hand of Moſes and Aaron, 'De deuided 
the redde Sea ſo, that Iſrael paſſed 
thꝛough on d2ye foote, but it was done 
by Moſes, Ss alſo hee w2onght many 
miracles in the wilderneſſe befoze the 
B 3 Aſralites, 


Atralites. „but by the hands of Moſes 
and Aaron. 0 forme miracles were 


done by Judges, ſome by Elizrus, and 
others of the Pzophets, Do alſo God 
wꝛaught miracles afterward,not only 
by his ſonne, but alſo by the hands of 
the Apoſfles . So that it is a true 
point of religion, to holde, that the 
192d in wozking of miracles; doth of- 
teutimes vſe the meanes of man ther- 
in, In this doctrine wee are to take 
heede of thele two dangerous points. 
Firſt, that we derogate nothing from 
the Maieſtie of God, although hee vſe 
meanes in the woꝛking of many mira⸗ 
cles. Secondly, that we do not mag- 
nifte the Creature, which the Lo28 
vſeth aboue that which is conuenient, 
Into which many haue fallen hereto⸗ 
foze, Foz the auopding therefoze of 
them, it is neceſſary to hold theſe two 
paints of Religion; fir to belæue and 
knaw that the onmipotent power of 
God cannot be communicated to any 
creature. Fo2 the Loꝛd ſaith, as of 


his wiſedome , iuſtice and mercy, ſo 
aifo of his poiper. J will not Bure n 
ary 


— — 


glozp to another. We are therefoze to . 
hold, that the power of God cannot 


beſteme any creature whatſoeuer, no 
though it bee an Angell of Peauen. 
Secondly, that wee muſt know, re- 
member, and conſtanflp beleeue , that 
albeit the power of G O D could be 
communicated to any creature, either 
in heauen oꝛ in earth, pet that there 
is no creature capeable thereof, no 
creature is able to beare it. This is 
euident in the example of Peter, be- 
koze whome when. CHRIST had 
wꝛought a miracle, and he had ſ&ne 
ſome ſmall ht of his gloꝛp, he ſayd, 
Depart from mee Lord, for I am a ſin- 
full man, If Peter could not abide the 
glimmering of his glozv , and if it 
bꝛought his ſinnes to memozy : inſo- 
much that hee thought himſelfe vn- 
woꝛthy of his pzeſence : how much 
mo2e vnable had hee bene to bears 
the weight thereof. 
But ( may ſome ſay) if this bee ſo, 
why then doth the Lo2d vſemeanes 
in woꝛking of miracles - why voth 
hee viſe men P2ophets , Apoſtles, 
5 ˙4 vea 


yea and thoſe alſo which haue no iufti- 
fping faith, and alſo other creatures? 


IJ anſwer,the L02d vſeth them, not be⸗ 
cauſe he ſtands in nied of them ( fo2 he 
can wozke all things of himfelfe ) nei⸗ 
ther vfeth hs them, that men ſhonld 
aſcribe tefſe to him, and moze to the 


creatures which he vſeth , but fozto 


teach vs theſe thae things, 
Firſt to teach vs, how his Maieſtie 
doth appꝛaue the meanes whereby 
things are bzonght to paſſe: fa2 if the 
Lozd ble meanes when as thep be 
of leſle vſe, much moꝛe wit he appꝰaue 
when the meanes are vſed which haue 
ſome power to b2ing things to- paſſe, 
This then is the ſirſt caule why the 
L.02d vſeth meanes , ts ſhew that he 
would haue vs kept, maintained and 
line in this wozld, but fo , as by vſing 
ſuch meanes,azhis Pateſfie ſhall ap- 
point. ZTherefaze na man ought to 
nealect and contenme the meanes, 
leaſt hee oppoſe hiurſelfe ag aint the 
L.92d 
Hecondlv, the Loꝛd bleth creatures 


in wozking miracles , to ſuppo2t and 
bphold 
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able toloke on his Paieffic,when bee 
wozketh himſelfe. This is plaine in 
the example of the Iſraelites. Exod. 
19. when they came to Pount Sinai, 
to heare the Lo2d , there was ſuch 
thunder and lightning , and the ſound 
of a Trumpet exceeding lowd,and the 
Mount all of a \moake , becauſe the 
Lo came downe by fire, they were 
ſo bereft of their ſences , and were fo 
afraide , that afterward they deſired 
the Lo2d not to ſpeake to them him⸗ 
ſelfe any mo2e , but that they might 
haue Moſes to ſpeake vuto them, and 
they would heare him. 
Thirdlv the Loꝛd vſeth meanes foꝛ 
the tryall of our faith, of our religion, 
and conſcience , whether wee will al⸗ 
cribe the wozke that is w2ought to 
the wozker thereof ,'o2 to the meanes, 
oz partly to the wozker, and partly 
to the meanes , oꝛ as ſome doe, all to 
the meanes , and none to the worker, 
The Lo2d tryeth whether we will be 
conſtant , to aſcribe the power that is 
in miracles vnto hts W in 
c 
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the miracles of Chriſt, we ſe how di⸗ 


uerfly they were expounded,” albeit 
thep were effected by the finger of 
God, pet the Phariſees would not 
aſcribe them to the wozker, but ſapd, 
that hee wꝛought miracles by Belze- 
bub the Pꝛince of Deuils. This is 


* the coxraption of man and want of 


faith : they are ready to aſcribe though 
not all , yet at the leaſt ſome part of 
the miracle to creatures , which are 
but the meanes , andnot wholy to the 
Lo2d, who is the onely wozker of mi⸗ 
racles ; fo theſe cauſes the Lo2d vtſeth 
meanes in wozking miracies , to 
teach vs theſe things therebp, foz all 
miracles are wzought not fo hin, but 
koꝛ our tauſe. 

The meanes which the Loꝛd vſeth 
are of diuers ſoꝛts, but cſpecially tha. 
Firſt, ſome meanes which the Noꝛd 
bſeth in woꝛking of miracles, are ſuch 
as map ſweme to men to haue ſome 
power in them, foꝛ the woꝛking of the 
miracle. As when Moſes tame to the 
red Sea, he lift vp his Rod, and ſtret⸗ 
ched out his hand onerthe Aer” 0 

hen 


when he came to the Rocke to get wa⸗ 1 


ter fg2 the people, he ſtroke the Kacke 


with his ſtaffe , which ſeemed to haue 


fome power init, to make the water 
gulh out ofthe Kock „ as afterward it 
did. 

The ſecond ſo2t of meanes whicy the 
L ozd vſeth., are ſuch as haue not fo 
much as an appearance of any. fo2cs 
02 power, 03 vſe, in the wozking er the 
miracle. Such was the hem of Chriſts 
garment , the hem ok a garment hath 
not ſo much as an appearance, that it 
ſhould heale any that are diſeaſed; 
Such was the handkercher of Paule to 
cure diſeaſes , what are handkerchers 
oz ſivadling cloutes(as we mav aſwell 
ſap,fo2 the curing of diſeaſes) ſuch was 
the ſhadow of Peter, whercvnto ſome 
comming were healed of their diſea- 
ſes. Theſs were w2ought when the 
Apoſtles were ignoꝛant thereof, and 
when they were occupied abont other 
matters. But pet it pleaſeth the Loꝛd 
to vſe ſuch means, although they haue 
not any appearance of any power in 
the woꝛking of a miracle. 


Thirdlyp, 


T hirdlp, the Loꝛd vſeth ſuch meanes 
| as arenot auaileable foz the wozke, 
butſ#me to hinder it, as in curing of 
the blinde man, the claye which was 
made, and layde bpon his eyes, this 
CHRIST (who was Gad and man) 
vſed, though it ſemed to containe in 
it anaturall hinderance to the Pira- | 
cle. Theſe thzeſo2ts of meanes the 
_ bſeth , to teach vs thꝛee notable 


points. 
Firſt he vſeth the firſt meanes to 
trie the trueth of our faith, to ſ& whe- 
ther we be ſo firme in faith, and whe- 
ther we will ſo wholyp relie vpon him, 
as that he will giue all glozy to him 
foz the wozking of the miracle, though 
the meanes bſed doe ſ&eme to haue 
ſome power of bzinging it to paſſe, | 
wee muſt therefo2e learne to giue all 
alozy to the Lo2d whatſoener. 
Secondly,the ſecond ſozt of meanes 
that the Lo2d vſeth , is to teache vs, 
that it is he alone that wozketh mira | 


cles, and not the creature which ts 
vſed, his ſole omnipotent power doth 
wozke it: Let the meanes doe oz bee 

what 


Miracles. 


what it will, whether it be any crea- 
ture what - ſo- euer, oꝛ no creature, as 
was the ſhadowe of Peter which was 
nothing, but the abſence of light, Let 
bs acknowledge the LORD to bee 
the onely cauſe and wozker of the 
miracle, 

Thirdly the third ſozt of meanes, 
teacheth vs to giue nothing ts the 
creature it ſelfe which is vſed , which 
is contrary to the opinion of many 
ſuperſtitions people, and' contrarie to 
all Coniurers, Soꝛcerers, 92 callers 
of Figures: Sathan maketh them to 


paſſe by him, oꝛ the meanes which hee 
appointeth , and not by the power of 


G O D. But wee muſt acknowlegde 


that all Creatures what - ſo- euer, that 
albeit the power of Angels be great, 
pet if all theſe were ioy ned together, 
pet they were not able to wozke the 
leaſt miracle that could be. This doc- 
trine hath ſingular vſe. Firſt it teach⸗ 
eth vs what a miracle is. Hecondlp, 
what a miracle is not: as all manner 
of appearances are no miracles, whe⸗ 


ther 


thinke that the miracle is bzought to 


ther they bee wlluſtons of Sathan, o: 
pꝛocted from the deceipt, ſubtiltv, and 
agilitie of man, nene of them arc mira- 
tles. So the pꝛeſeruation of mankind, 
albeft it bee a true woꝛke wꝛought by 
God onelp, vet becauſe it is a true vſu⸗ 
all and oꝛdinarp wozke, it ic no mira⸗ 
cle; foʒ euerp miracle is a tare woꝛke 
df God. | 3.4 

Thirdly , it teacheth bs that no 
Wolke is a miracle which cannot bee 
kelt, ſmelled, oꝛ perteiued by ſome of 
the ſenſes: when men thercfoꝛe hold 
vs in hand that there is a mpꝛatle, 
vet ik wee cannot ſe any thing, fecle, 
ſmell, oz taſte any thing, contrary to 
the oꝛdinarp manner, there is no mt- 
racle wꝛought. Therekoꝛe let the ma; 
lignant Church of Rome, teach ,waite, 
and decre? in their counſels, that there 
is a miracle. wꝛought in the Sacri⸗- 
fice of their Altar; vet becauſe A 
can neyther ſ& , touch, ſmell, no2 
taſfe any thing but the ſame that 
was befoze , if cannot bee any Pi⸗ 
ratle. 
Fourthly,euery miracle i is w;ought 
by 


| 
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Miracles. 
by the ſole onmipotent power - of 
GOD. 

If any woke bee done by the 
power of Dathan , oz of anp man: 
92 any thing bee done wonderfully 
by the power of Nature , it is no mi- 
racle. If Sathan hath power to doe 


wozke, and therefo2zenomiracle, So 
alſo of the god Angels. So likewiſe 
if we ſc ſtrange things come to paſle 
in the Peauens by Naturall canſes, 
wee are not to thinke they are any 

Laſt of all, if any thing, fallout 
actozding to the rare firength and 
power of ſome Maters , oz other 
treatures, ik it fall out by, Nature, 
oꝛ if partlye by Arte, and partlpe by 
Hature, it is no miracle. Wrhatſocuer 
therefoze is not bꝛonght to paſſe by 
the ſole omnipotent power of God, 


is no miracle. 

It followeth now to ſ&, how many 
ſoꝛts and kinds of miracles there be. 
I weane not how many ſoꝛts there be 

in 


anv ſtrange thing, it is a naturall - 
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in Nature ( foz ſo there is but onely 
one true miracle ) but in name,and as 
they are called, fo2 ſo there may be di⸗ 
uerſe, and this J gather out of the 
woꝛds of theſe Phariſees. How can a 
man that is a ſinner doe ſuch miracles ? 
inſinnating thereby , that there bee 
ſome miracles which ſinners map doe, 
pet not ſuch as CV NJ T had 
done: Out of this place then wee ga⸗ 
ther that in name there bee two ſoꝛts 
of miracles. One is a true and diuine 
miracle, which is that whereof wee 
haue ſpoken befoꝛe, which is an vnbe⸗ 
teaueable miracle, foz it is not done 
to dereiue anp, but to magnifie the 
woꝛke thereof, and foz the god of 
them foꝛ whom it is wzought, and foꝛ 
the pꝛoſit of thoſe which behold it, it is 
called diuine becauſe it is wzought by 
the foule omnipotent power of God. 
Beſides this there is a falſe vatne and 
deceineable miracle, falſe J ſav be⸗ 
cauſe it is not this, foꝛ whatſoeuer is 
not this, is a falſe Miracle; and vaine, 


becauſe it tannot haue anv good, Gab⸗ 
ly , pzofitable and holy vle tothe con- 
crence. 


| 
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ſcience of man, and deceiueable „ be⸗ 
t auſe it deludeth men that are to dif- 
cerne and iudge of it. This is the mi⸗ 
racle which the Phariſees here ſpeake 
ok, the which is granted to dee done 
by the wicked. Elle where in the ſcrip⸗ 
tures wee read, who are the lnozkers 
of this miracle, as namely Sathan 
himſelfe doth okten-times wonke it. 
So alfo his Miniſters do often-times 
wozke the ſame , fo2 the holy Ghoſt 
teacheth vs, Math, 24,24, That in the 
latter dayes there ſhall come falſe 
Chriſts and falſe Prophets, and ſhewe 
great ſignes, and wonders , fo that if it 
were poſſible they ſhould deceiue the 
very Elect , We muff not imagine 
that the falſe Chꝛiſts ſhall wozke true 
miracles , but ttey ſhall wozke ſuch 
ffrange and wonderfull things, that 
they ſhould carry away many affer 
them: nav if the Lo2d had not decrerd 
in his ſecret counſell to ſane them that 
they ſhould neuer fall awav , they 
would alſo deceiue them. Mhereby 
wee may bee admoniſhed, that ſcring 
wee are in the laſt age of the wond, 
C that 


Chriutes 
that fearcfull times are at hand, 
wherein falſe Chꝛiſts ſhall ariſe and 
deceiue many. And is not Satan now 
ſtrong in the hearts of the repꝛobates: 
that they will teach falſe doctrines, 
Now what if Veretickes and Scif- 
matickes ſhould haue power to con- 
firme their doctrine by miracles and 
ſtrange wonders 2 would not many 
beiceue in them: Let vs cherefoze 
(as Paule taught the Gaiathians ) pꝛe⸗ 
pare our hearts, that if an Angell from 
Heauen teach vs any other doctrine 
then that which wee haue receiued in 
the witten wozd of G O D, let him 
bee accurſed , The Yoly Ghoſt alſo 
fozetelleth vs, 2 Theſ. 2.9. That before 
the comming of CHRIS I to iudge- 
ment, ſhall appeare Antichriſt with all 
power, with ſignes, and lying wonders, 
The Moly Ghoſt doth befoze admo⸗ 
niſh vs hereof, That wee ſhould nor 
wauer at euery motion, nor fall away at 


euery tryall, but bee conſtant, and hold 
faſt the Doctrine which wee haue re- 
ceiued from the Lord, by his Prophets, 
his Sonne, and his þ.poſiles : then al- 


though 
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though wee bee tryed with Perclick 
and Sciſmatickes, and ſeme (o our 
ſelngs and to others fo be loſt, vet wee 
V1 bee reſerued to eternall ſalua⸗ 
tion. 

But ſome man may ſap, If Sathan 
can woꝛke ſuch miracles, and the L622 
would haue faiſe Ch:ifts to ariſe and 
Wozke wenders ,how tha!l wee indge 
of a miracle that is done: whether it 

zoced from the 1.02d , oꝛ from Sa⸗ 
than and his Ministers, from a good 
cauſe and woꝛker, oꝛ from an euill, and 
what wee are to holde and thinke of 
the power of Sathan , how farre it 
reacheth, and what it is able to doe; 
J anſwer, that this is a very neceſſarp 
point to bee knowne , and ſing wee 
haue entred into the handling ok mi⸗ 
racles, wee will ſhelo what miracles 

can bx w2onght by Sathan, what ts 
his power, where it beginneth , and 
hers itendoth. 
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Now therloze it remaineth to ſpeake 
of the power of Sathan. 

Certaine it is, and wee are to bes 
leue it by faith, that the power of 
Sathan is not equall to the power of 
G O Dꝛ it is not ſo ſtrong , ſo large, 
and ſo wide: it is enery wap infinitly 
leſſe; there is no compariſon betweene 
that which is infinite and that which 
is finite. If wee compare it with god 
Angels, it will be lelle then ſome, and 
greater then other ſome , as afters 
ward we ſhall moꝛe plainsly ſ&: but 
if wee compare it with the power of 
man, it is farre greater enery way: 
but vet wee muſt know that is a fimte 
and natural power, not ſupernaturall; 
fo2 then none could bee ſaued : it is 
mightie, but vet not Almightie: but 
that mie may better tonceiue of it: let 
bs lee wherein it lpeth. 

All the power that Sachen hath | 
conlitteth in two points: Firſt in his 
know⸗ 


knowledge oz vnderſtanding. Second? 
ip, in his ded, action, oꝛ wozke . Fo? 


accozding as a mans knowledge is⸗ 
ſuch is his deed:ſo is Dathans : as his 
knowledge is great, ſo alſo his wozke 
great. Foz his knowledge it is to bee 
conſidered whence it ariſeth, and how 
hee commeth by it, ſo ſhall wee better 
iudge of the greatneſſe thereof. Yee 
hath his knowledge by theſe meanes 
that follow. 

Firſt from his ſpirituall Natore, 
foꝛ by Nature hee is a ſpirit. and ther- 
foze by natare hath the meaſure of 
knowledge giuen by G O D to alpi⸗ 
rit which is great. Mee know that 
there is a greater meaſure of know- 
ledge in man, then is in a bꝛute beaſt, 
by reaſon of that nature which the 
Loꝛd hath giuen to man abone beaſts, 
So the Dinill is made of a ſpiritnall 
ſubſtance , and of that onely : ſo that 
hee hath not a body which might hin- 
der him to ſ& into the nature, quality, 
and operation ok a ſpirite, and there⸗ 
foze being a ſpirit , he hath the know- 
ledge of a ſpirit. In * therefoze he 
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is a ſpirit , hee hath a greater family 
aritic with eur ſpirites , then other- 
wife hee could haue. In regards 
therekoze of his Nature his know 
ledge is great. 

Decondarüp; the meaſure of his 
knowledge may bee diſcerned by tis 
creation. © O D created him a god 

Angell, and gaue him the ſame mea⸗ 
ſurc of knowicdge that hee gaue ta 
other Angelis: Loke therefoze what 
knowledge is in a god Angell by cre⸗ 
ation , the ſame knowledge is in Sa⸗ 
{han by his creation. It map bee that 
her retaineth ffill that meaſure of 
knowledge which hee then receiued, 
aibeit as it may bes thought, that as 
man by his fall, loſt a great meaſure 
of that knowledge which hee had vp 
his creation: ſo the Diuill loſt a great 
meaſure of his knowledge by his A⸗ 
poſtacie from the Koꝛd. Further it is 
to be kngwne,that the diuil being now 
fallen, is not of the conſultation of the 
Loꝛd, as the god Angels are, fo2 they 
tand alwaies befo2e his face, ready to 
dge any thing that hee (hail command 
them, 


. 
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them, koz the god of the Clect , and 
therekoze they are of the conſultati- 
ons of the Loꝛd, but Sathan is not ſo, 
and therefoze hee cannot haue ſo great 
knowledge as they haue, which is a 
great comtoꝛt to thoſe that be the true | 
childꝛen of GD D, that the good | 
| 


Angels, by the mcaſure of their know- 
ledge , are moze able to ſaue and de- 
fend vs, then the Diuill is by the mea- 
ſure of his knowledge to harme vs. 
TZhirdlv , the Diuill ſince his fall, 
hath increaſed his knowledge, both on 
the things on earth , and of the wayes : 
of God,bylong obſeruations and con- ' 
tinuall experience, who hath alwayes 
had experimentall knowledge of the j 


nature of man: foꝛ he is well acquain- | 
ted with the age of men, he knoweth | 
what be their affections,what is their 


nature, and what is their diſpoſition, 
hee knoweth what things be c ffenſtue 
to men, hee knoweth alſo what plea⸗ 
ſeth them beit in their young age, 
what in their middle age, and what 
in their olde age. And as in theſe 
things, ſo a o hath hee experience in 


4 ſuper⸗ 


© fupernaturall things. Foz he remem⸗ 


b:eth by whom he hath bene reſiſted, 
und who will not peeld to him. This 
then muſt greatly amplifie his know- 
ledge, ſxing he hath alwapes had ſuch 
long experience of all things that come 
to paſſe , As put the caſe there were 
ene man aliue which were perfect in 
ſenſe, in bodp,in minde, in reaſon, and 
memoꝛp, and in all the faculties, both 
of the body and the minde, that had li⸗ 
ued from the beginning ok the world 
vnto this dave, and had obſerued all 
things that had fallen out hereteſoze: 
this man would tell ſuch wonderfull 
things, both paſt and to come, by na⸗ 
furall cauſes , and contmuall obſerua⸗ 
tion, that I feare me leaſt many would 
woꝛſhip him as a GO D: therefo2e 
the Diuill muſt needes haue great 
knowledge, ſeeing that he hath had all 
theſe. But he knoweth moꝛe then any 
man could haue done: fo2 hee doth 
not onely know thoſe among whom he 
liueth, and the things that falleth out 
amonaſt them, but hee goeth about in- 
to euerp familie and countrie, "__ 
uet 
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neth what is done, and is well ac- 
quainted with their connerfation. 
Fourthlp, beſides this hee hath alſo 
another meanes to increaſe hie knows: | 
ledge. When the Lozd commandeth 
him to appeare befoze him to render 
accounts of all the wozkes that hee | 
hath done, Iob. 1.16, When the chil- | 
dꝛen of GO D, that is the god An- k 
gels came befoze the Lozd, Sathan | 
ſtood amongſt them, and the Lo2d ſaid 
vnto him, Whence commeſt thou? and 
hee anſwered , From compaſſing the 
Earth too and fro: and the Lo2d ſayd. 
Haft thou not conſidered my ſeruant 
Job, how there is none like him in the 
earth, an vpright and iuſt man? Sathan 
anſwered: It is not for nothing that 
Iob feareth thee , haſt thou not made a 
hedge about him and his houſe ,, and 
about euery thing which hee hath on 
euery ſide? but touch all that hee hath, 
and then fee whether hee will not blaſ- | 
pheme thee to thy face. Sathan knew | 
well enough, that man will make 
ſhew of religion in pꝛoſperitie, but in 
aduerſitte , by impatience would fall 
away ? 
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away: Foz herevpon the Lo2d gaue 
him libertie to afflict lob, in viliting 
his bady with ſickneſſe, in taking away 
his childꝛen, and his gods: but whence 
bath hee this knowledge - from the re- 
nelation of the Lozd: hee knew that 
Iob ſhould bee viſited with great ſick⸗ 
nelle, and loſe his childꝛen, and his 
gods, when he heard it from the Lo2d, 
and ſo he knoweth many other things 
which are to tome to paſſe, and after 
hee once knoweth them, hee goeth to 
Witches oz ſuch like, and tels them 
thereok, who likewiſe tell others of the 
ſame befo2ec it comes to paſſe, and (a 
deceine men thereby, making them to 
thinke that they knowe it ok them⸗ 
ſelues: but neither they, noꝛ the Di⸗ 
uell know it of themſelues, but by 
reuelation of the LORD vnto Sa- 
than. 

Fifily, Sathan hath another excel⸗ 
lent meanes to increaſe his knowledge 
which the Lo2d hath alſo granted vnto 
men: foꝛ thep know what is to come 
by the Neuslation of the P2ophets 
fo2 if there be any curſe A” 

© 
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the people, the Prophets do denounce 
the (ame , 4 make the people to know 
thereof. by the pꝛeaching of the woꝛd: 
whereas the refoze the worde is pꝛea⸗ 
ched, there is Sathan pꝛeſent: he ob⸗ 
ſerneth the doctrine, whether it be of 
power to bzing men from the king⸗ 
dome of darke ne ſſe, to the Loꝛd: from 
linne vnto repentance, If if bee, then 
is he muſk buſie, either tu ſtop it from 
the Care, oꝛ to pull it out of the heart, 


if they haue once recciued it, as 


Math. 1 3. 19. By this meanes there- 
foꝛe hee increaſeth his knoboledge, that 
hee map wozke mo2e conucrtly , and 
bee the leſf> diſcerned : fo2 hee can 
turne him-ſelfe into an Angell of 
light. 

Dixtly, he hath yet another meanes 
to increaſe his knowledge, and that is 
by the obleruation of naturall cauſes. 
If von ſpeake of an Aſtronomer, he can 
tell that beſt: if vee ſpeake of an Aſtro⸗ 
loger, he is moſt cunning there in. Yea 


that which men gelle at, and as it were 


groape at in the darke, hee beholdeth 
and knoweth moſt certainlie, and 
can 


IK. 7 


can tell any thing that is to come fo 
paſſe by the conrſe of the Starres,and 
other naturall cauſes . Jf we ſpeake 


of knowledge in the Artes, there is 
none comparable to him: hee is moſt 
ſkilfull in all the tongues, and there is 
no time that is hid from him. So that 
by theſe meanes hee hath wonderfully 
increaſed his knowledge . But ſome 
may ſay : Bath hee knowledge in any 
thing, in which the god Angels haue 
no knowledge ? No foꝛ they are as di⸗ 
ligent fo2 the ſalaation of the godly, 
as he is foꝛ their deſtruction. Pſal, 91. 
11, GO Dgtuethhis Angels charge 
to kepe Chꝛiſt and all that are his, in 
all their wayes : nay they pitche their 
tents about him that feareth the Loꝛd 
to kepe him on euerp ſide , that no 
harme befall him any way. And there- 
foze as ſoons as Sathan had left off 
tempting Chꝛiſt, the god Angels 
came and miniſtred vnto him all 
things that were requiſtte foꝛ him in 
this life. But doth not Sathans know⸗ 
ledge ſerne to the working of a mira⸗ 
cle? 20: foz it is a finite knowledge, 
and 


A of 9g 4 97 1 


— EF CCCL1LLLL 


1 


9 9 9 2 T w _ 
. — od * \, b4 z * * 9. * 


and ther koꝛe cannot pꝛoduce any mira⸗ 
cle, foʒ euerp true miracle is wzought 
by an ommpotent power. 

The ſccond thing wherein Satans 
power doth conſiſt in his action, oz his 
ded, which as his knowledge is great, 
ſo it is libewiſe great. Let vs there⸗ 
fo:e ſa his actions. The derde of per⸗ 
ſwading is great, foꝛ hee moued Cam 
contrarv to his knowledge , and con- 
trarp to Nature , not onelp to reuile 
his bzother, but to kill him, hee talked 
not with Caine, but by motions and 
perſwaſions in his heart did allure 
him there vnto. But it appeareth moꝛe 
great in his firſt action ag ainſt man⸗ 
kinde, as when he came ts our firſt pa⸗ 
rents in the foꝛme of a Serpent ( which 
araueth his great power, that hee can 
tranſfozme himſelfe into ſuch a crea⸗ 
ture, and abuſe the tongue of a Ser⸗ 
pent to that end.) Do wee read of his 
actions alſo in Exodus, when Moſes 


wꝛought miracles befoꝛe Pharaoh by 
the finger of God. Satan alſo by his 
Enchanters did woꝛke the ſame mira- 
cles, yet not true miracles goon 

ep 


Chriſtes _ 


they did them not by the finger. of 
God, but bv the power of Sathan. So 

alſo 1. Samuel. 28. Dathan comes to a 
witch, and would alſo tell the witch 
what ſucceſle Saule ſhould haue in his 
battell, that hee toke in hand, hee came 

in the ſhape of Samuel , fo that Saule 
thought he had bene Samuell. So alſo 
would hee talke familiarip with men: 
therefoꝛe the Loꝛd gaue a law, that if 

any one conſulted with a familiar ſpi⸗ 
rit, he ſhould dye, which law had bene 

in vain?, ik none had conſulted fami- 
liarly with him. So hee was a lper in 

the mouth of all the falſe Pꝛiophets, 
although they themſelues did not at 
that time perccine it. So he poffeſſed 
mens bodies, as in the Goſpell, when 
our Sauiour caft him out of a 
man, hee ſtrüight wap went into a 
heard of Swine, and euen ſo he is able 
to dꝛaw mens bodies alter hun. Meer 
may alſo ſ& his pomer by a compari⸗ 

ſon with the god Angels. 2. K ngs. 19. 

An Angel of the Lord ſle an hundreth | 
and 8 000. men of Zenacheribs Noſt in | 
one night. Now the ſame power is in 
| Dathan | 


Sathan by his creation, which hereby 
appeareth lo be verv great. Do when 
he carried Chrilts body vpon aPinacle 
of the Temple, and vp into a Pour 
taine to tempt him. And Acts 16, 19. 
there were exoꝛciſtes that would caſt 
fozth Diuils in the name of leſus, but 
the euill ſpirit in the man, ranne on 
them, and ouer-came them, (9 that 
chep led out of the honſe naked, and 
waunded. It is therefoze certaine, that 
Sathan is of a wonderfull power, and 
that the childꝛen of God haue often- 
times tried, both in themſelues, r alſo 
in others. Among many other 4 re- 
member one that is wozthy remem⸗ 
b2zance. There was a man in Geneua 
who feeling ſome- thing to fall out con 
trary to his minde, and fo2 diuers cau⸗ 
ſes which is not needfull to repeate, 
blaſphemed God,xbeſired that if there 
were any Diuils they might tome and 
take him away , who was pꝛeſentlo in 
the ayze,and neuer heard of after, ſau 
only that his cap fel off his head, whith 
ſheweth that Satan hath great power: 


This teacheth vs that me muſt not be 
care⸗ 


Chriſtes 

carelefſe,but muſt loke to themſelnes: 
For Sathan is a roating Lion ſeekiag 
whom hee may ſooneſt deuoure: watch 
therefore and pray, leaft yee fall into 
remptation, But if Satans power be 
ſo great, how comes it to paſſe, that 
many men doe ſo well in this woꝛld⸗ 
J anſwer this power is barred and li⸗ 
mitted by the Lo2a, and that by two 
eſpectall limits. 

The firſt limite, is his Nature , fo2 
hee is not able to doe any thing then 
that which his natural diſpoſition will 
permit and ſuffer . The ſecond limit 
is, the will of GD D: fo2 hee can doe 
nothing againff the will of GD D. 
Except the Lo2d doe eother permit 
him oꝛ command him, hee is not able 
to doe anv thing at all. As it is alſo in 
other creatures, the waters ſhould by 
nature oner-flowe the whole earth, 
pet they doe not becauſe it is the will 
of God. So alſo is it with fathzn, 
as appeareth, mhen the Lo2d gane 
him power of all Ibs goods. beyond 
the Loꝛds will he couldnot go, foꝛ the 
Lozd will not ſuffer him to doe — 
thing 


, 
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thing to his childzen: but onely tha 
which ſhall tend to theirgood . Ar 
thou in milexp oz in any dangerous 
diſtrelle, wherein thou art moſt ſubiect 
to the cruelty of Sathan⸗ bee of god 
comfozt, Sathan is limited, hee cannot 
doe any thing to ther, but onely that 
which the 402d commandeth him. 
But map not Sathans knowledge 
and power bee vſed 2 J anſwere it 
may. God pſeth it in puniſhing try⸗ 
ing „ and c32recting his childzen. A⸗ 
gaine the Apoſtles vſed his power ſoz 
thev haue deliuered men to Sathan 
as Paule did. 1. Tim. 1. 20, Himeneus 
and Alexander, and as hee Would haue 
done rhe inceſtuous Corinths. But map 
not ia man vſe it in fammiar ſazt, in 
talking, barganing, and conſulting 
with @athan 2 No. This is fozbidden 
Deut. 18. Leuit. 20, and wee are coms 
manded to reſiſt the Diuill, and ta lie 
from him, wee mult not therefoꝛe con 
fult with him.Ye may oftentimes tell 
the trneth, but wee muſt not accept it. 
Chal gags vg one eel fo; hee 
avy 
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Chriſtes a 
ſavd , that Chriſt was the Sonne of 
God, which was a trueth, yet Chil 
commanded him to bee ſilent, to teach 
vs, that the truth is not to be receiued 
fromhim,foz he is the Father of lyes, | 
Mere then all men are foꝛbidden to 
ſeke vnto Sathan, to know any trueth 
whatſoeuer , And therefoze herebp 
wee condemne thoſe that vie witche- 
rie, by the counſell of Dathan: and in 
the fozmer places, the very action of 
conſulting with Sathan , though no 
harme come thereby, is flatly death to 
the partie : J would this law were 
eſtabliſhed in all Chꝛiſtian Churches, 
then there would not be ſo many wit- 
ches in that kinde, as now there are, 
I conkelle mdeed, there be ſome which 
be counted witches, which indeed are 
not, as namely thoſe which hurt Cat 
like, oꝛ elſe child2en,not from the coun⸗ 
ſell of Sathan, but by the traditions of 
other women, by poyſoning them, in 
doing nothing but vſing the naturall 
cauſes thereof, Thoſe J would haue 
puni⸗ 
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pet not in the name ok wit⸗ 
ches, but in the name of murtherers. 
Some men thinke that they may ouer⸗ 
rule Sathan by coniuration, in vſing 


this pꝛeparation, which is ſet downe 


by ſome of late, that they muſt make a 
Circle , and in it make Triangles, 


Quadꝛangles, and Croſſes, and ſpeake 


certame wozds, as ſaying the Pater - 


noſter, and many other ſuch like things 


that they may call vp Sathan in what 


ſhape they will, and hee will appeare 


and doe fo2 them, that which they de⸗ 
ſtre. But is Sathan a friend of theirs: 


can any ſuch things make him obedi⸗ 


ent to man: Doeſt thou thinke that 
8 canſt ouer- rule him by this means: 
No ſurelp, but hee rather bp this 
meanes decetueth ther, and all that are 
of thine opinion. And thus hee decet 
neth them that vſe Characters, So 
there bee Charmes vſed to get away 


the Yead-ache, and Toth-ache. But 


doth the Charme get it away? No, 
Sathan knowsth befoꝛe that thy head⸗ 
ache ſhall goe away , and therefoze 
D 2 cauſeth 


by 
— wv „ 
Ab „ — a 


cauſeth ther to vſe that Charme, and 


thereby would moue ther to afcribe it 
to the Charme. 

But when Sathart whiſcereth men 
in their eares: how ſhall they knoln 
whether it bie her, oꝛ a god Angell that 
ſpeaketh to theme J anlwer: there be 
dinerfe manifeſt tokenc, whereby thou 
mapeſt diſcerne this. | 

Ficlt the Lo2d doth not now vſe 
ſuch meanes to reueale his will vnto 
men: thou art therefog alwap ro ſuf- 
pect it to be of Sathan. 

Secondly,if it be a god Angell, thou 
maieſt know by this : foz if it bee a 
god Angell, it will tell ther, eyther at 
firſt oꝛ at laſt, what it is, und for what 
it tommeth, and from whence , as in 
limes paſt the god Angels ſhewed 
themſelues to Abraham AS Lot, 

Thirdly , if it bee a god Angell, hee 
will allure thee to k&pe the wzitten 


woꝛd of God, if hee doe not, how! ſul⸗ 
dect him. 


The 


The vſe. w , 
| | 


The ble ok all this doctrine is th 
lend bs bits Cod, to atkwwledge him 
to bee our onely L62b and 8 
and to embꝛate the Sonne of God, as 
our Ring. In all things thereloze wee 
muſt goe unte him. | 

But wheteas it is taid: How can a 
man that is à ſinnet doe fuch Mitacles? 
it may ber afky whether Gods ene⸗ 
mies can wozke un miracles J an⸗ 
wer: hee that woꝛketh is not againſt 
Chalt,but with him: and wee ſee that 
thoſe which indeugured. Acts. 16; to 
wo:ke a miracle tould not. 


| 

And there was a diſſenſion among | 
chem, | 
| 


S - © 1 


Herein we lt that the Loꝛd doth ſo 
woꝛke, that Chꝛiſt and his doe finde fa- 
uour among their ensmies, and that 
by their diſſenſion among themſelucs. 
Here wee ſee that Schilme is neither 
a note of a falſe Church, noꝛ vet of a 
true Church, heere it is in a falſe 


Church. 


Church. Schiſme ariſeth of the diner- 
ſitie of knowledge and tudgement of 
men: foz all men haue not one know- 
ledge and judgement , and all ſ@not 
the trueth, and if they. ſhould , yet all 
aue not the like yelding affection 
therevnto . Wee are therefoze to pꝛe⸗ 
pare our ſelues to met with ſchilmes, 
fo2 it is neceſſary that there ſhould be 
3 i. Cor. i 1.10. g that in the 
Church of God, that thoſe which 


_ 1 might be 
'.- .-.. knowne. 
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